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will actually listen to some of the
things Senator RUBIO said, and I hope
he will come back to Congress with
some different ideas. We can get impor-
tant things done in his second term,
and if he is ready to come to the cen-
ter, to the political center, we will.
Madam President, I yield the floor.

—————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
peak therein for up to 10 minutes each,
with the Republicans controlling the
first 30 minutes and the majority con-
trolling the second 30 minutes.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. JOHANNS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

(The remarks of Mr. JOHANNS per-
taining to the introduction of S. 317, S.
318, S. 319, and S. 320 are printed in to-
day’s RECORD under ‘‘Statements on In-
troduced Bills and Joint Resolutions.’’)

Mr. JOHANNS. Madam President, I
yield the floor and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

A CASE OF AMNESIA

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President,
after listening to President Obama’s
State of the Union speech last night, I
was left scratching my head. Essen-
tially, the President wants us to pre-
tend the last 4 years never happened.
He wants us to pretend his economic
policies have delivered a strong recov-
ery from the recession of 2008; he wants
us to pretend his administration has
made real progress on reducing the na-
tional debt; and he wants us to pretend
that more taxes, more spending, and
more debt are the key to middle-class
prosperity. In other words, the Presi-
dent is hoping we all have a case of am-
nesia.

He wants us to forget about $5.8 tril-
lion in new debt that was racked up

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

during his first term—$5.8 trillion. He
wants us to forget our gross national
debt is now larger than our entire
economy—100 percent of our gross do-
mestic product. He wants us to forget
the debt is projected to grow even fur-
ther, to $26 trillion, by 2023; and he
wants us to forget his health care bill
will increase taxes by $1 trillion over
the next 10 years. He wants us to forget
America’s credit rating has been down-
graded for the first time in our history.

He also wants us to forget we have
been suffering through the weakest
economic recovery since the Great De-
pression, as well as the highest, longest
period of high unemployment since the
Great Depression.

He wants us to forget that nearly 4
out of every 10 unemployed Americans
have been jobless for at least 6 months.
He wants us to forget that the average
family median income has fallen by
nearly $2,500 since the official end of
the recession. He wants us to forget
that the cost of health insurance for
the average American family has in-
creased by more than $2,300. And he
wants us to forget that as part of the
fiscal cliff negotiation, the payroll tax
went back up, taking an additional bite
out of the check of middle-class work-
ers.

Last night President Obama said we
should ask ourselves three questions
every day—those of us with the privi-
lege of serving here in the Nation’s
Capital in the Congress and in the ad-
ministration. He said: No. 1, how do we
attract more jobs to our shores? No. 2,
how do we equip people with the skills
they need in order to get those jobs?
And No. 3, how do we make sure hard
work leads to a decent living? I may
have my differences with President
Obama on a number of policies, but I
actually think those are really good
questions.

If the President is truly serious
about finding the answers to those
questions, this may not surprise my
colleagues, but he need look only to
the model reflected in my home State
of Texas.

I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD an article enti-
tled ‘“The Texas Growth Machine” at
the end of my remarks.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

(See exhibit 1.)

Mr. CORNYN. The fact is our State
relies on a simple economic model the
Federal Government could emulate if
it would like to have similar positive
results: lower taxes, limited govern-
ment, sensible regulations, and
progrowth energy policies.

I know the occupant of the chair
comes from a State that I believe is the
second largest producer of oil and gas
in the country—second only to Texas—
and I know the Presiding Officer has
seen the economic engine that is cre-
ated when we unleash our potential
when it comes to our energy resources.
These are policies that recently helped
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Texas turn a $5 billion deficit during
the recession into an $8.8 billion sur-
plus. These are the policies that made
our State a robust engine of job cre-
ation that is attracting Americans
from all across the country. The total
number of jobs in Texas since 1995 has
grown at the rate of 32 percent. When
we compare that with the rate of
growth of jobs in America nationwide,
we see it is 12 percent—32 percent to 12
percent. That is not an accident.

Texas is also a leader in the creation
of high-paying jobs. Between 2002 and
2012, our State accounted for close to
one-third of all U.S. private sector job
growth in industries that pay more
than 150 percent of the average wage,
even though we have only 8 percent of
America’s total population.

Last night the President talked
about, How do we get middle-class
wages up? His prescription was an in-
crease in the minimum wage, but I say
why don’t we look at ways to achieve a
maximum wage by creating private
sector, high-paying, good jobs, as we
have been successful in doing in Texas
and as a few other States have done as
well.

After 4 years of trillion-dollar defi-
cits and historically high unemploy-
ment—right now our unemployment
rate is roughly 7.9 percent, but that
doesn’t really account for all of the
people who have since given up looking
for work, and it is estimated that more
than 20 million Americans either are
out of work or they are working part
time when they would like to work full
time, but they can’t find those kinds of
jobs.

I believe it is time for the President
and this Congress to try a new ap-
proach. The great thing about our sys-
tem of government—of shared sov-
ereignty between the States and the
National Government—is that we have
essentially laboratories of democracy
all around our country where we can
try different things to see what works
and what does not work. I only hope
the President and Congress will look at
those places around the country where
the policies actually work in creating
jobs and economic growth.

I believe it is time for the President
to embrace policies that will encourage
private entrepreneurship, private sec-
tor job creation, income growth, and
greater domestic energy production. In
short, it is time for him to embrace the
Texas model.

EXHIBIT 1
THE TEXAS GROWTH MACHINE
(By Wendell Cox)

The American economy has had little to
cheer about since the 2008 financial melt-
down and the resulting recession. Recovery
has been feeble, and many states continue to
struggle. One bright spot in the general
gloom, however, is Texas, which began shin-
ing long before 2008. Not only has Texas cre-
ated jobs at a stunning rate; it has also—
pace critics like the New York Times’s Paul
Krugman—created lots of good jobs. Indeed,
the rest of the nation could turn to the Lone
Star State as a model for dynamic growth,
as a close look at employment data shows.
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